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HB prospector seeking for In
1 I vestment need not dig below

the surface In the Philippines
The culture and harvesting

of lipmp Is the biggest gold mine he
will find The islands seem to have
born especially made for tho benefit of
the abaca plait The moist though
not ewnmpy country to tho south of
Jlnnlln the Cnmarlprs Samar Leyte
and Ccbu would produce a solid over-

growth of the abaca trees If left to
take Its own course

The tree Itself resembles closely the
banana palm but differs essentially
In the fineness of Its fibre and Us bar-
renness of fruit

Tlio natives too seem to have bee-
nosp1lily provided for the hemp coun-
try Tending to Improvidence cud In

the html Industry furnishes
them employment whenever they run

of rice anti tobacco for hemp
cnn be harvested almost at nay time
except dining the short rainy season
Attempts have been made to trans-
plant the hemp trees taking them only
as tar away as Borneo but the muse
textiles refused to cohubltate with any
but Philippine soil The Paelllc slopes
ef the volcanic regions of the Islands
produce best plants Although the
abaca tree coddles to bin soil and
rather dry quickly drained localities
tb trunk leaves demand frequent
and abundant moisture liven the
pro par conditions the vast plantations
will thrive like asparagus beds Very
little cultivation Is required an occa-
sional wealing and a replanting at
the harvest time and nature does the

The crop Is not gathered ns If It
a corn field but the trees are

found In all stages of growth and the
notice passes through regular routes
slashing n here and there his
practiced eye the sole judge of Its ma-
turity Three years Is the proper age
for harvesting The hempstrippe-
rsais forth much as a huntsman
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could With his liolo In licit and n
canteen full of rice slung over

hi shoulder he lies himself to tho
uplands After feeling the plants
which at thu age of three years are
about ton feet high ho proceeds to

off a choot nUll rep nut It lifter
a number of trees nee cut the

process begins All the leaves
ar torn off null the oilIer skin of
BMlk Is peelel off of the trunk
Is a pithy BUufttnnco Iud around this

layers of fibre Imbedded III n sift
juicy tmhfitniice The fibre must be
separated from the stalk at once lest
1 rot Many Americans have dice
i li il the Idea of exporting the trunk
iniiift but the enterprise Is not fetish
1lc of the perishable nature of

ptilpous Mgrement
A bamboomnde bench Is Impro

viml and at one end thu stripper binds
his hole the handle attached to his
foot by another bamboo strip Across
the blade he draws the stalk until the
I lire Is separated without
Injury preserving Its length of from
fight to ten feet and leaving It thee
and beautiful that the tropical sun
may lick up the moisture stll bleeding

the operation The work of
shipping IH very tiivKomc nnd requires
the skill of a trained lined

The white man ins often attempted
to Improve upon the brown miens
method of stripping the hemp but de-

spite large expenditures mitt Ingenious
mechanical contrivances no mad I nt
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and shipped usually to Manila where
they nee separated rebaled and
shipped either to Hong Kong where
there Is an Immense ropcwnlk or to
New York Boston or London The
ropewalk at Kong Is one of the
largest In th world Its product prac-
tically supplies Chinn Japan anti Aus-
tralia Very little Letup Is made Into
rope or twine In Manila Although
crude ropewalks exist in different
parts of the Island their manufac-
tured article although strong and
durable would compote In the for-
eign market Hemp subserves every
purpose that leather might with the
native lIe twists it Into sandals
uses It for harnesses nud It answers
for blndeis In time building of his ulpa
hut rile utility of hemp Is well

to time Filipino Time finer
quality Is selected mud reserved for
weaving purposes being made up Into
really handsome cloth while the or-

dinary hemp Is universally used to
make a coarse though durable mate-
rial worn generally by the natives
who delight In gaudy colors tend pic-

turesque though scanty costumes
There Is still smother texture woven
from tho selected strands of outer
fibre Intermixed with tho fibre of the
pineleaf mho cloth hUll the Hombhincc
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un-
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of unfinished silk and Is pretty anti
durable though not as beautiful or
dressy as the Pure pineleaf llhre silk
known ns pltia cloth the best woven
product of the Islands

The entire hemp industry of the
Philippines Is still worked by primi-
tive inctnods nnd wltn simple contriv-
ances ho native though uunnibl-
tlous himself Is jealous of the Chine
IIIRII avnw la the Celestial gct
tint control of the plantations or con-

tracts while scorning uptodate math
ods himself Time Chcno however
has made Inroads In this Industry as
well as In others In the Philippines
Had he not the development would

r

hill

lias been produced that takes the place
of the native Patent leave been
taken out and large sums of money

upon experiments machines
but the texture mid peculiar nature of
the abaca pUnt seen to require the

Jouih of huiuuu hands to wparntc Hi

spent

pelts As welt try to produce a ma-
chine to comb the snarls out oC n wom
alls hair us to make a mechanica-
lhempstripper

The native Is paid for his work In
hemp dividing the product equally
with time plantation owner When he
cuts nUll strips till be can duly he
twists up the fibre Into n grout roll
and goes down to the plantation own
ers lions and there the division Is

nude They then hang Up the rolls
until the inlddlcmnn or contractor
comes along and n bargain Is struck
rime bales are crudely fastened to-

gether and carried to the nearest port

¬

not hero been as rapid as It has The
native Is thoroughly capable and un-

dtintandH time treatment of the plant
and Its harvesting and could he ho
induced to work with regularity would
ho UK good a laborer an the Clilnnm
mini but the Celcitlal usually controls

lJlL1

the Imliii rtiiil local niiUlutlUj of the
hemp

The presses nt the enp irt town are
crude nflaltn After fibre la lull
tHl ntiil separated Into three pies or
Ilisnes it Is dumped In bilk Into n-

IIUJJP and 11 screw applied Af-
ter this oixrntlon It is taken out and
put Into another press of more regular
design dud of more Imposing clmrac
ter fie second Is operated by
mi olslitnrmcd capstan on an over
head plnttorm mid n score or more of
linked coolies usnnlly Chinese push
It nround Time slfsht IK most nmuslng
With grunts laughs and confused jar-
gon and raillery they urgo each other
on and Marge to bring their strength
together nt loudly accentuated periods
A goodsized press will turn out 300
to 100 bales a day anti In the course
of a year n million or more bales nro
prepared lor shipment In Ccbti large
quantities handled principally time

product of Leyto and Samar nl
though In Manila the largest presses
mar In operation

The elasslllcatlna of honip requires
the skill of an old hand and time expe-
rienced eye of a buyer who knows nil

the
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the tricks of the trade Tlio native
will bring his hemp down from the
plantation 111 n moist suite and offer
It for stile at night hoping thus to fool
the inlddlcmnu as to weight and qual-

ity hut as this putt of time business Is
mostly In time hands of the Chinese
there Is little longer that they will
bo deceived or cheated The China
mon Is the sharpest In
tho world and whether It Is hemp
silk or old junk he Is fully capable-
of looking titter his Interests Kino
ness of fibre color strength und
length determine the volume mud grade
of Letup If It be carefully stripped
over a smooth knife Immediately anti
thoroughly dried and of good length
It will bring the highest price If It
be carelessly stripped juice being loft
III the Hbie It loses Its color anti

Cruse It then Is considered
of n second amid third grade quality
and brings n smaller price The na-

tive watches time market and If he
hear ti it time demand Is heavy ho
takes advantage of the middleman
and compels him to pay flrstgrado
prices for record nnd third grade pro
duets Formerly hemp brought III Ma-

nila trout 70 to 150 per ton always
fluctuntln according to the supply
nt times going up to 300 pet trot but
nt presort the price Is practically pro-

hibitive mill It looks as If It would
remain o for the next two years Kd
win Wildmno In Harpers Weekly

Vtllil Sheep Hliootlnjr
The sheep began to move toward us

It had lawn a long climb to get be-

yond and above them but now we
bad our reward On they came only
two hundred yards away I could
see their white muzzles us thought they
Led been sticking their noses Into It
flour lung Now 1 could see time wrin-
kles In the horns of the rams Tho
hoofs of the advancing stock made u-

MwUhlng pattering sound and they
were only fifty yards away I took
time nearest ram anil he never drew
Death again Johnnies fortyfour
harked spitefully He nmdo n neat
hit on another rant further away that
my already dying victim hut felled
to stop It Those did not sill
away like deer touching here nnd
thieve a high place They flattened
themselves out shot around a corner
and were gout Johnnie followed nnd

nlono In a few Seconds I hoard
Tnhiiiilos gun feebly humping away
There was no echoing roar such us
you Lear In the thick woods I picked
my way cautiously titter Johnnie and
when I saw the Jumps he hind made
and the chances he had taken I knew
there was much for me to learn about
hasty mountain travel Johnnie shot
six tones mind two hundred yards
ahead on the crooked rocky descent
the sleep limit taken I found him on
his knees by the big ram Three bul
lets lied struck Scrlbners

The FBI M n
We are pretty sure for long gener-

ations of seeing the preponderance of
northern races One of their peculiar-
ities IH that of being heavy enters
This Is Inconsistent with n
figure Time modern capitalist rarely
comes from n climate like Unit of Ath-
ens or Naples He fortifies himself
against the long winters of New York
LondonAiiiHterdaiii Berlin and Frank-
fort by substantial mind oftrecurring
meals body IH n

stove wrapped up In warm gar-
ments that prevent light sway motion
Men of time moneymaking class have
considerable girth of waistcoat Lon-
don Truth

The tontmiJl of the whole mercan-
tile storm marina of lluwln Japan or
Holland does not the tonnage
of the merchant vowels taken over
by the Hnglteh gorernmcut as trans-
port
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DOCS CO IN SHOE LEATHER

Quit no VootRenr at Worn In the
I Klondike

One of the greatest dangers con
fronting travelers In parts of the world
where dogs take the place of horses Is

that the logs which draw sleds or
transport goods may freeze their feet
by contact with Ice mind so Injure thom

I

that tho animals become practically
useless mud must be abandoned to
the cmluugcrmcnt of the life of the
traveler who has put his trust In ca-

nine motive power
As n precaution against misfortune

of this kind It has been n common
thing to wrap the dons feet In cloth
a piece of leather or rubber At best
nil of these however were crude anti
poorly adapted to carry out the desired
object They protected the dogs feet
but at the same time Interfered with
tho free use of their legs Time level
opmctit of the Klondike has given spe-
cial Impetus to the demand for some
proper protection for dogs feet

The cogs shoe of which the accom-
panying photogrnpl wits sent train the
far Northwest to Shoe anti Leather
Facts Is made of chronic tanned elk
leather mud the upper of coif making
a soft tillable and yet comfortable
shoe There Is a tongue at time back
anti the lacings are nt the back of the
leg Instead of on tile front because a
dogs knee hotels just opposite from a
mans

The dogs it is said take very kindly
to these shoes They become so ac-

customed to wearing them that they
dont like to go without then with
the result that on the trail they will
often come up to time driver In the
morning and hold out their less to
have their shoes put on uot unlike
children If by chance tho shoes
should be laced too tight they will
whine and speedily make manifest
their discomfort wagging their tails
with Joy when the shoes mire laced to
their liking-

A VEGETABLE CONTORTIONIST

Uueer Freak of n Llttlo Sprli of Dogs
Mercury

These t o pictures relate to nn ex-

traordinary occurrence that befell a
plant of dogs mercury growing In
Charterhouse Copse In England A

I
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teasel nut had been attacked by n nut-
hatch and a clean round hole mode In
It nt one end thu marks of the blows
of the birds beak being clearly visible
In the actual specimen Tip nut was
dropped by bird titter the kernel
had been removed nnd happened to
full to the ground with the hole down-
ward Into this hole grew the tip of
tho sprouting and find-
ing Itself In n blind nlley the plant
was compelled to describe a complete
circle within the cavity of time nutshell

ml tp emerge at the same hole us that
L which It lied entered Having ex

the

dogs nmercury

¬

¬

¬

ecuted this gymnastic feat tho plant
seems to pure got along quito happily
for nil Its upper leaves nro quite nor
mil though ono of Its lower leaves
had to twist Itself uncomfortably to
get out to the light of day The plant
lifted the nut several Inches oft time

ground us It grew

How Cninelii Act 111 Water
Camels cannot swim They mire very

buoyant but and their
heads go under water They can how-
ever be taught to swim rivets with
tho aid of goatskins or Jars fastened
under their nocks During the Uolu-
uhlstun expedition of 1S98 tile camuls
wore lowered Into the sea front tho

und the drivers plunging over-
board clambered on the time rumps of
their charges causing the animals
leads to come up nnd thus assisted
they were successfully piloted nihpre

ill bnlamced
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¬
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New York
II H road Improvement law

I passed by tho New York Leg-
islature In 1808 has proved

6 so ofllcncloiis that time good
road division of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture considers It
the best State low In existence It
possesses most of the desirable

of SUite old laws In other States
and but few of time objectionable ones

Time law Is known as the Hlgblc
Armstrong law mud provides that nay
Hoard of Supervisors tiny adopt

asking State mild for road Im-

provement These are sent to time

Slate Engineer who Investigates and
determines whether the road Indi-
cated Is of sufficient public Impor-
tance to receive State aid If It Is ho
prepares an estimate ot the cost amid

transmits this to the Hoard of Super-
visors Time board may then declare
that time highway indicated Is to bo
Improved or may refuse to go any
further This gives absolute home
rule to the different counties of tho
State so that no section can be com-
pelled to Improve Its highway antI no
county should bo permitted to do so
until all time facts and figures nro
placed before It

If the Hoard of Supervisors decIdes
to Improve time road a second set of
resolutions are adopted and sent to
the State Knglneor who then adver-
tises for bids When a responsible-
bid within time engineers estimate Is
made the contract Is closed If the
town or county desires to do the work
Itself It has the preference over nil
other bidders The work Is superin-
tended by time State Engineer and
when It Is completed ho draws a war-
rant upon the State Treasurer for
fifty per edit of the cost of the work
Time Supervisors must levy thirtyfive
per remit of tho cost on the whole
county and the remaining fifteen per-
cent Is payable In one of two ways
viz If mho Supervisors hail decided
to Improve this highway without a pe-

tition from the farmers owning land
which fronted on the unproved road
the fifteen per cent must bo paid by
time township in which the highway
lies If however the decision was
made after time petition by the land-
holders this fifteen per cent Is paid
by time property owners For example
If rand Improvement In a certain town
costs 1000 oOO must be paid by the
State 87 by time county and 1GO

either by the town or the citizens hav-
ing land fronting upon time Improved
road The money available for tlm
State road work Is obtained by n tax
of llc on every 1000 worth of as-

sssable property In time State which
amounts to about 50000 a year

This law Is strictly for the benefit
of rural highways for although the
cities and villages of tho State pay
ninety per cent of tile tuxes not a
foot of time highway within their lim-
its coil be Improved Thin may at
first seem an Injustice to the village
lint when It Is remembered that the
prosperity of villages and cities Is de-

pendent enltrely upon the prosperity
of the country surrounding them the
fairness of time plan is evident

Cnopemtlon Proposed
Sonic mouths ago the Farm Fluid

nUll Fireside published nn editorial
entitled The Bicycle for time Farmer
Time special point was made tint the
wheel was already III tho farmers
family that It had been found practi-
cally useful In many ways swing time

tired torso or horses from a trip to
towjt or time postoQlcc after a Lard
days work often saving time which
Is money In Innumerable ways be-

sides being a great convenience An-

other point made was that tho bicycle-
Is a blessing socially for time women of
the household as ns for the men
young and older It Is used to go to
church to the grange or lodge ami

promoter of neighborhood feeling
and sociability

Time blrjclo Is now so much cheaper
than formerly that every welltodo
farmer can Have one or more rho
points summarized were that to have-
n wheel Is 1 hood economy U-

henlthful recreation 3 promotes so-

cial life 4 n constant convenience
Now every argument which Justifies

the fanner In having n bicycle Is an
argument for good roiids and It can
be duplicated and reinforced by the
fact that what Is good for time hlcyclo
Is good for the buggy or family car-
riage of every kind find for the farm
wagon

In short the wheelmen mud farmers
cnn join hands stud heads In promoting
good roads It goes without snylug
tint with improved roads such as they
immure In some parts of New York and
Pennsylvania maid III many parts of
Europe our farmers would make n
large saving on their wheeled vehi-
cles of every kind and on their horses
who are worn out aunt broker down as
much by bad roads MU by any other
cause

hood roads for winter amid miinnVcr
and nt alt SOHKOIIS give the farmer the
chance to market Ma produce at the
moment when prices time best he also
eau make his purchases when prices

most favorable and take advan-
tage of bargain offers for his fatally

Our purpose In touching upon these
reasons for good roads nt this tune Is

to bespeak u hearty cooperation be-

tween the farmers and nil residents of
rural districts and the League of
American Wheelmen If those two
great forces can only cooperate there
need not be n neighborhood In time

whole country cursed nnd kept back
In material std social progress by bad
rows
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WlinV YOU WANT

Absolutely Pure Whiskey
Direct from DlitUlery call on

THOMAS WELLS
Qlenndale flaryland-

C Handler ol Pure Liquors Beer

WM j LATIMER

27 MONROE ST ANACOSTIA D C

marSubdlrlsloti of Suburban Property ti

Specialty

F CffltfMOf-

iavlrya patr Jd passing

SALOON
Last Side Maryland Ave

EDWARD L QIES

Attorney at Lqw
Rooms S3 and Si Warder Building

S E Cor F and 9th Streets N W
WASHINGTON D C

THQlflS W SMITH
j

Lumber Merchant
SASH nonits JIIINDS OIASH i

AND MILL WORK
WASHINGTON 0 C
Office 1st St nnd Indiana Ave N W

Mill FootDth Street 8 W
Wharf 4th St Eastern Branch

JOHN APPICH

Beer Whiskey j
AND Wine Merchant
1BOO 11TH STREET fl E C-

o WASHINGTON D O

Otkmont and Sliver Brook Whiskies
W A SPECIALTY b-

BO YEARS
EXPERIENCE

TRADE MARKS
DESIGNS

COPYRIGHTS
Anyone Bending n sketch and description nine

ascertain our opinion
Invention Is Corannmlraprobably

HandbonkonlatnnU
rent tree llile t lur sccurlnc

Patents token through Stunts Co receive
ipttlal notice without charge la tbo

Scientific
A handsomely llluitrntod weekly I urccst frncicnufln Terms 1 a
rears tour months L Sold bycl noiriUMlorn-

Jttaucb Offlcc 036 V St Waslilnittan 1 C

7EN Is u InntltQ-
Hou u fixture at the National

CliouHniuls nUll
of people oau testify to

the work It has accom-
plished during tho
years the ot

to the District of
Columbia that maintain A

punching bureau whoee duty
up tho author

ties and kuap them awake to

that account It deserves and u
receiving aubitnntlal encour

JUDICIOUS
ADVERTISING

PAYST-

HE NATIONAL CAME

The Brooklyn Club has released
Pitcher Wcyhlng-

SlowlhlnkhiR hull players are dead
weight to a club

Brooklyn leas six hall players who
have stolen over twenty bases loch

Uarlsil of Is undoubted-
ly tho Hiimlkst playing ball

Young and llf isoii of St Louis
nro the oldest ow heaviest battery In
the League J

The Brooklyna have won thirteen
out of seventeen guinea from the Doe
tons this year

It Is said that there will be nn up
heaval at Boston before another pen
anal race begins

Holmes tie old Baltimore player
Ms a batting average this season In
tho West of 300

Beckley of Cincinnati has never
played more brilliantly nor batted bet-
tor than ho has this year

Though In last place the percentage
of the New York team exceeds that
of lust season by many points

Bernard recently signed by the New
Torks Is nn outfielder of no mean abil-
ity nnd acts like n natural born

Wagners great batting fielding and
base running urn largely responsible-
for Iltsbnrgs high uoaltlon In the pen-
nant race

It Is claimed that Louisville Toron-
to and Toledo ore nil knocking bard
at the door for admission to time Amer-
ican League next nensou

It Is rumored that John T
will recoIl Pitcher Hnwley amt

Selslwch from the New York
Club In order to strengthen the Clu-
clnuatlf for noxt season

It has been suggested ns n remedj
to stop Kicking and delay on till part
of players that the umpire renlve
power to cull a out who
doesnt step to time plate Inside of
given time
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